THE JACOBITE OR OLD SYRIAN CHURCH  77
neither mitre nor rlng3 but carry a staff topped with two
serpents.1
The parish priests must be married before they can be
ordained. Those who become widowers are usually ex-
pected to retire to a monastery, as the services of a celibate
are not wanted by the people. In striking contrast to the
long-haired Greek clergy, the Jacobite priests should keep
their heads closely shaved, but a beard must be worn. The
title of Chorepiscopus, or Country Bishop, which disap-
peared in the West early in the Middle Ages, survives among
the lower clergy of the Syrian communions, including the
Maronites. Among the Jacobites to-day it is usually given
to the leading priest of a town, whose position is something
like that of an Anglican rural dean.2 He outranks the other
priests, but is subordinate to the bishop of the diocese.
Khuri, the ordinary term for parish priest in Arabic, is
supposed to be an echo of the term chorepiseopus.
Among the Syrians, the term Shemmas (deacon) is com-
monly applied not only to the archdeacon, the deacon proper,
and the subdeacon, but also to the singers and readers.3
This practice appears to be a survival from primitive times
when no emphasis was laid upon the distinction between
the "Ordines Majores" and the "Ordines Minores."4
All play an important part in the active life of the Syrian
churches to-day, both Jacobite and Catholic. All proudly
refer to themselves as deacons. No city should contain
more than one archdeacon, but a large church may possess
(say) eight deacons, six subdeacons, and some fifty readers
and,singers. The two lower orders may be held by mere
boys.5 In case of all but the lowest (singers), ordination
1	For a list of the episcopal sees consult Appendix.
2	This comparison is made by Parry, p. 325.
3	The lower orders appear to be filled in the Coptic Church also.   A
young Copt told me that he had been regularly ordained, at the age of
ten, as an acolyte, under the general name of shemmas, or deacon.
4	See article, "Ordines," in the new SehafT-Herzog Encyclopedia.
6 My information in regard to this is conclusive, the numbers quoted
being an estimate for the churches of Mardin and Mosul. Parry, how-
ever, declares (page 326) that the lower orders of the " Psaltes, the reader
and the hypodiaconus, are almost obsolete."

